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Name and describe three applications for international telecommunications that require high bandwidth.


How is transmission over fiber optic cable different than transmission over other types of cable?  What are the major characteristics of fiber optic transmission?


Briefly characterize the Asian telecommunications market.  Describe the current state, growth potential and major concern for consumers.


Describe three applications of wireless transmission in global WANS.  Give three advantages of wireless over wired transmissions.  Give three limitations of wireless.


Briefly describe the characteristics of satellite transmission and its role in global telecommunications.


What are some of the major issues in spectrum management for industrialized and emerging countries?


How is the US taking the lead in liberalizing policies regarding international satellites?


What is INTELSAT?  How has its role in international telecommunications changed?


What is the role of geosynchronous satellites in global telecommunications?  Briefly 	describe geosynchronous satellites.  What are VSATs?  Describe what is needed to set 	up a VSAT system.


Why is Bill Gates investing millions of dollars in LEOs? Compare LEOs with 	geosynchronous satellites.


Briefly describe how mobile cellular communication works.  How do users share communication channels?  What are some of the advantages of digital cellular over the existing analog systems?


What is the relationship between GSM and CDMA?  Be sure to define each.


Describe the major changes in mobile telecommunications that have taken place over the last several years in the international market.


What is GII?  What are GII’s three areas of focus?  Explain the purpose of each.  What can be accomplished by identifying these kinds of global initiatives?


What is the NII?  Identify three of the NII’s goals.  What is the relationship between government and private industry in NII initiatives (who is responsible for what?)


What is the European response to GII?  What governmental initiative for improving the information infrastructure did you learn about in the region of the world you researched for your group project?


Read chapter 16 in Global Connections.  Review the role of the ITU.  What is the difference between de facto and de jure standards?  Give an example of each.


Why is investment in technology alone not enough to reap social and economic benefits?  What else is needed?


Briefly describe the impact of telecommunications on the social, political, and economic development of Eastern European countries.  What are some of the problems these country face which make them different from their western neighbors?


Compare the goals of GATT with GATS.


Discuss some of the difficulties in protecting intellectual property rights when the content is delivered over the Internet.


Describe Voice over IP and its impact on international long distance service.


Each group should prepare a brief discussion of the following for week 9:





Select two emerging technologies and describe their impact on your selected region of the world in recent years.


Identify and discuss three issues that you were previously unaware of and now believe are crucial in formulating international telecommunications policy.


